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What is Intellectual Property?

 Intellectual property (IP) 
 can allow you to own things you create in a similar way to owning physical 

property. You can control the use of your IP, and use it to gain reward. This 
encourages further innovation and creativity.

 Like Real Property:

 It can be bought, sold, licensed, exchanged, given away

 The owner can prevent unauthorized use

 Intellectual properties are intangible products of the mind. These 
include:
 inventions (devices, compositions, plants, designs) 

 publications

 videotapes

 computer programs

 works of art.  

They must be reduced to a tangible form in order to be protected.
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 Trade Marks(商標)

 Trade Marks protect signs that can distinguish the goods and 

services of one trader from those of another.

 Copyright (版權)

 Copyright protects material, such as literature, art, music, sound 

recordings, films and broadcasts.

 Registered Designs (外觀設計)

 Designs protect the visual appearance or eye appeal of products.

 Patents (專利)

 Standard and short-term patents

 Patents protect the technical and functional aspects of products 

and processes.

Types of IPs 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/whatis/whatis-tm.htm
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 Trade Secret (商業機密 )

 Efforts by the company to keep confidential

 Not a registration process

 Formulas, production method

 Blue print 

 Customer list 

 Have no defined term

 Can be discovered by others-no body of law

 Goodwill & Reputation in Service and Goods (商譽) 

 Often, more than one type of IP may apply to the same 
creation

Types of IPs 
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Promoting Cultural 

Industry 

Development 

促進文化發展

Technological 

Innovation Protection

保護技術創新

專利法ð Design 新式樣（外觀設計）

Copyright Law

著作權法
Copyright 著作權

Copyright related Neighboring Right

著作鄰接權

Patent Law

專利法

Plant Varieties 植物種苗法

Lay-out law

Layout-design (Topography) of Integrated Circuits

積體電路電路布局法ð積體電路電路布局

Utility Models 實用型專利

Invention Patent 發明專利

Trade Mark Law 

商標法

Trademark 商標

Service marks 服務標章

Fair Trade Law

公帄交易法

營業秘密法
Trade Secret Law

Trade protection

維護正當競爭秩序

Types of IPs 

Trade Mark 

Law 

商標法

Copyright Law

著作權法

Patent Law

專利法

營業秘密法
Trade Secret Law
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What is Patentable ?

 Used for inventions, processes, machines, 

improvements, and composition of matter.

 Not possible to patent scientific principles, methods of 

doing business or most naturally occurring articles.

 Software algorithms can often be patented, but typically 

software is protected under copyright.
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Three Patent Legal Requirements

 Patentable Inventions Must Be:

 Novel - new to the patent literature, not published or described in 

an enabling manner. Time limit of one year from public 

disclosure to file a U.S. patent.  Foreign patents must be filed 

BEFORE any public disclosure.

 Utility - must be useful

 Non-obvious to one skilled in the art.

ÅWhat a person skilled in the relevant field would 

consider to be nonobvious

ÅñMore ingenuity é than the work of a mechanic skilled 

in the artò 
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Infringement Types

 Trade Marks Infringement (商標侵權)

 Copyright Infringement(版權侵權)

 Registered Design Infringement (外觀設計侵權)

 Patent Infringement (專利侵權)

 Passing off (假冒)
 Passing off is a common law tort which can be used to enforce 

unregistered trademark rights. The tort of passing off protects 

the goodwill of a trader from a misrepresentation that causes 

damage to goodwill. 
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Patent Infringement
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Patent Infringement
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Patent Infringement
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Trade Marks Infringement

 China Court Orders 
G2000 to Pay $4m for 
Infringement

 A MAINLAND Chinese 
entrepreneur has stopped 
Hong Kong fashion giant 
G2000 from retailing in 
China

. 

 Hangzhou businessman 
Zhou Hua had registered 
the trademark '2000' in 
1997.

 G2000 began setting up 
shop in China in 2005 

 Case is still pending 



I N T E L L I G E N T I P M A N A G E M E N T

CONFIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED

©  2008 RF Tech Limited. All rights reserved.

Copyright Infringement
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Passing off

 盈康活靈芝孢子
 中山大學教授劉昕因成功研製靈芝孢子破壁技術

「萌動激活」

 與中山大學簽訂合約

 天維和曾在港大當兼職教授的著名牙醫鍾志強更
要向對方賠償1400多萬元

 劉昕更在研究「萌動激活」開發者名單中加入鍾
的名字，方便作市場推廣。

 Passing-off

 Copyright infringement

 Breach of restrictive covenant

 Trade mark infringement

 Malicious falsehood

 Breach of Anti-unfair Competition Law of PRC



I N T E L L I G E N T I P M A N A G E M E N T

CONFIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED

©  2008 RF Tech Limited. All rights reserved.

Search by Keywords in WIPO



I N T E L L I G E N T I P M A N A G E M E N T

CONFIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED

©  2008 RF Tech Limited. All rights reserved.

Search by Keywords in SIPO



I N T E L L I G E N T I P M A N A G E M E N T

CONFIDENTIAL AND RESTRICTED

©  2008 RF Tech Limited. All rights reserved.

China

http://www.sipo.gov.cn/sipo/zljs/default.htm

EUR

http://ep.espacenet.com

http://gb.espacenet.com

http://de.espacenet.com

http://fr.espacenet.com

http://www.uspto.gov/go/pac/doc/general/

http://www.epoline.org/portal/public/registerplus

Canadian Intellectual Property Office

http://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/Home

US

http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html

http://appft1.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html

http://www.freepatentsonline.com

http://www.google.com/patents

http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair

http://www.uspto.gov/go/pac/doc/general/

Taiwan

http://patentog.tipo.gov.tw/tipo/miscmain1.htm

http://www.twpat.com

Free Patent Information Services

http://www.sipo.gov.cn/sipo/zljs/default.htm
http://ep.espacenet.com/
http://gb.espacenet.com/
http://de.espacenet.com/
http://fr.espacenet.com/
http://www.uspto.gov/go/pac/doc/general/
http://www.epoline.org/portal/public/registerplus
http://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/Home
http://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/Home
http://www.cipo.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/cipointernet-internetopic.nsf/eng/Home
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://patft.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://appft1.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://appft1.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://appft1.uspto.gov/netahtml/PTO/search-bool.html
http://www.freepatentsonline.com/
http://www.google.com/patents
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair
http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair
http://www.uspto.gov/go/pac/doc/general/
http://patentog.tipo.gov.tw/tipo/miscmain1.htm
http://www.twpat.com/
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UK

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/

Hong Kong

http://www.ipd.gov.hk

Japan

http://www.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/homepg_e.ipdl

http://www19.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/PA1/cgi-bin/PA1INIT?1187667876914

http://www4.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/Tokujitu/tjsogodben.ipdl?N0000=115

World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

http://www.wipo.int/pctdb/en/search-simp.jsp

http://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/en/other/publication_ipc8.html

Other patent information service 

http://www.dialogselect.com

http://www.dialog.com/pressroom/2005/css_031605.shtml

http://www.delphion.com 

German

http://www.dpma.de/patent/recherche/index.html

Macau

http://www.economia.gov.mo/index.jsp

International Patent Classification

http://www.condot.net/dop/ipc.htm

Free Patent Information Services

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/
http://www.ipd.gov.hk/
http://www.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/homepg_e.ipdl
http://www19.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/PA1/cgi-bin/PA1INIT?1187667876914
http://www19.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/PA1/cgi-bin/PA1INIT?1187667876914
http://www19.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/PA1/cgi-bin/PA1INIT?1187667876914
http://www4.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/Tokujitu/tjsogodben.ipdl?N0000=115
http://www.wipo.int/pctdb/en/search-simp.jsp
http://www.wipo.int/pctdb/en/search-simp.jsp
http://www.wipo.int/pctdb/en/search-simp.jsp
http://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/en/other/publication_ipc8.html
http://www.dialogselect.com/
http://www.dialog.com/pressroom/2005/css_031605.shtml
http://www.delphion.com/
http://www.dpma.de/patent/recherche/index.html
http://www.economia.gov.mo/index.jsp
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